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Synopsis

Jeffrey Moussaieff MassonA¢a —4,¢s groundbreaking bestseller, When Elephants Weep, was the
first book since DarwinA¢a —4,¢s time to explore emotions in the animal kingdom, particularly from
animals in the wild. Now, he focuses exclusively on the contained world of the farm animal,
revealing startling, irrefutable evidence that barnyard creatures have feelings too, even
consciousness.Weaving history, literature, anecdotes, scientific studies, and MassonA¢a —4,¢s
own vivid experiences observing pigs, cows, sheep, goats, and chickens over the course of five
years, this important book at last gives voice, meaning, and dignity to these gentle beasts that are
bred to be milked, shorn, butchered, and eaten. Can we ever know what makes an animal happy?
Many animal behaviorists say no. But Jeffrey Masson has a different view: An animal is happy if it
can live according to its own nature. Farm animals suffer greatly in this regard. Chickens, for
instance, like to perch in trees at night, to avoid predators and to nestle with friends. The obvious
conclusion: They cannot be happy when confined twenty to a cage. From field and barn, to pen and
coop, Masson bears witness to the emotions and intelligence of these remarkable farm animals,
each unique with distinct qualities. Curious, intelligent, self-reliantA¢a -4 cemany will find it hard to
believe that these attributes describe a pig. In fact, there is much that humans share with pigs. They
dream, know their names, and can see colors. Mother cows mourn the loss of their calves when
their babies are taken away to slaughter. Given a choice between food that is nutritious or lacking in
minerals, sheep will select the former, balancing their diet and correcting the deficiency. Goats
display quite a sense of humor, dignity, and fearlessness (Indian goats have been known to Kill
leopards). Chickens are naturally sociableA¢a -4 cethey will gather around a human companion
and stand there serenely preening themselves or sit quietly on the ground beside someone they
trust.For far too long farm animals have been denigrated and treated merely as creatures of instinct
rather than as sentient beings. Shattering the abhorrent myth of the A¢a —-A“dumb animal without
feelings,A¢a —A- Jeffrey Masson has written a revolutionary book that is sure to stir human

emotions far and wide.From the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

The horrors have been pointed out before-that factory farm chickens are genetically altered,
debeaked without anesthesia, and crammed into overcrowded coops; that calves are separated
from their mothers and kept in dark crates to become veal. Here Masson (Dogs Never Lie About
Love) makes the case that the animals humans eat on a regular basis-pigs, chickens, sheep, cows
and ducks-feel, think and suffer. Each animal gets a chapter, in which Masson interweaves folklore,
science and literature (he quotes Darwin, Gandhi and the Bible) with his observations of the
animals’ behaviors. He relates how a pot-bellied pig saved the life of her keeper and visits Dr.
Marthe Kiley-Worthington, of Little Ash Eco-Farm in England, whose cow does agility tricks; he also
interviews those who raise animals for profit. But there is no subtlety in his sometimes nauseatingly
Edenic anecdotes: abused animals always come around and we live happily ever after. The text is
pocked with far-fetched hypotheses (e.g., "A woman coming across a young lamb in ancient times
might well have nursed the lamb" to explain the domestication of sheep). Arguing that all farming of
animals for food is wrong (even eggs), Masson rebuts the fallacy that farm animals would die out
without us, but doesn’t say how we are to make the transition. His peripatetic style lacks transitions,
for example going from cock fighting, which gets only one paragraph, to meditations on why
roosters crow at dawn. Despite the holes in his preachy argument, his narrative contains some
solid, fascinating information on the emotional life of farm animals. Copyright 2003 Reed Business

Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Masson is a champion of the rights of animals to live their physical and emotional lives to the full,
unfettered by human demands. He has written about wild animals (When Elephants Weep, 1 995)
and companion animals (The Nine Emotional Lives of Cats, 2002, Dogs Never Lie about
Love,1997) and now turns his attention to the animals we raise for food. Domestic animals have

been with us for roughly 10,000 years, yet they still retain the behaviors and instincts of their wild



ancestors. Masson explores the emotional lives of our most common farm animals, devoting a
chapter each to pigs, chickens, sheep and goats, cows, and ducks. Anecdotal stories mix with
quotes from scientists, other authors’ observations, and philosophical musings on the nature of
each species. Masson is passionate in his beliefs, and a strong thread of animal rights runs through
his entire narrative. Readers not convinced by his philosophy will learn quite a bit about the animals
we mostly take for granted. A good choice for all collections. Nancy BentCopyright A A© American
Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of

this title.

Jeffrey Masson is compassionate and brilliant. He provides insights into animals’ lives that most
people will never have the change to encounter. People must understand the true nature of animals;
their unique intelligence and sensitivities, their ability and need to have social connections, their
ability to love and fear and feel pain and joy; and they do suffer greatly from human harm. All animal

exploitation must end.
| absolutely love this book. | found myself weeping at the injustice and inhumanity of the way farm
animals are treated. This book was a great read and it reaffirmed my compassion towards our

animal friends.

Well written. Heart-rending to read. If you want a good points to argue against factory farming, this

is the book for you.

Pigs, chickens, cows, sheep and goats...all have deep feeling emotions. This book makes you open

your eyes to the truth: That All animals are just like us.

Jeffrey here is more playful than in his more academic works, and it balances well in his incredible

body of work from this seminalthinker.

Had this in hardback& wanted it in paperback.

The best book ever!!

| wish everyone could read this and understand that animals are really the good spirits on this earth



and we are the beasts.
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